Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN 56057
Phone: 507-357-6633
Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838
www.stmarysthenry.org
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOVEMBER 5, 2017

St. Mary’s Annual Christmas Fair

Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday, December 3rd from 8:30 am to Noon
Gather with your church family, friends and
neighbors to celebrate the Season.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday to Friday

Brunch will be served by the Knights of Columbus

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45-4:20 PM (St. Mary)
Sunday
7:30-7:50 AM (St. Henry)
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Shofner)

Nativity Play presented by the First Grade Faith Formation
students in church immediately after Mass.
Students are preparing Kids Games and contribute to the Bake Shoppe items
Choose treats from the Cookie Patch & take part in the Raffle or Silent Auction

Keep Christ in Christmas posters will be on display from first thru sixth graders









How can you help?
Bake some of your favorite goodies for the Bake Shoppe
 Candies, bars, kolackys, pies, breads, etc.
 Canning – pickles, salsa, beets, or jellies
You are encouraged to bake for our Cookie Patch! Simply make 1-2 dozen of your family’s
favorite holiday cookies which we will display.
Create a themed basket or donate individual items that will be magically grouped together
for the Raffle.
Baskets needed. Large or low sided baskets are greatly appreciated.
We welcome prizes for the Kids Games including small toys, craft items, candy and fun
food or beverage items – any sized bottled beverage or sport drink for the Ring Toss!
Donations can be brought into the Parish Center any time
Bake Shoppe and Cookie Patch items can be dropped off on Saturday, December
2nd, from 8am to 4:30pm as well as early Sunday morning.
To Volunteer your time, please contact Doreen Hogan at 357-6443 or
hoganmd@frontiernet.net or call the Parish Office
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS, HELP, AND
PRAYERS FOR THIS ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP EVENT!

4:30 PM (St. Mary)
8:00 AM (St. Henry)
10:00 AM (St. Mary)
12:00 PM (St. Mary, in Spanish)
No Mass
5:00 PM
9:00 AM

St. Leo the Great
Pope and Doctor of the Church
November 10 - Memorial

Our Eucharistic Adoration chapel is open for individuals to come
for 5 minutes or an hour and be with Our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. Our chapel hours are: Tuesday 9:00 AM to Thursday
9:00 AM (closes during daily Mass and Funeral Masses).

Parish Staff

“God wanted
to set us free,
and the way
he chose was
to become
one of us.”
-St. Leo the Great

Pastor: Fr. Christopher Shofner, fr.chris@hotmail.com
After Hours Emergencies: 612-227-7985
Associate Pastor: Fr. James Adams, padrejfa@frontier.com
Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 357-4338 Pete Plut 357-6222
Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 357-4923 Jim Selly 357-4898
Coordinator of Faith Formation: Jean Boothby
jeanrb@frontier.com
Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf
gloriagw@frontier.com
Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson
tarar@frontier.com
Maintenance: Joe Holicky
jholicky1@frontier.com
Music Ministry: Terri McMillen
mcmillen752@gmail.com
Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday
Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon
on Wednesday.
For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria

Mass Schedule & Intentions
Monday, November 6
Tuesday, November 7
9:00 AM Opening of Adoration
5:00 PM Mass Bob Leary & Fr. Donald Leary††
Wednesday, November 8
9:00 AM Mass Living & Deceased of Pat Smith &
Lloyd Sandberg families
Thursday, November 9
9:00 AM Closing of Adoration
No 9AM Mass (Please note change for this week)
Friday, November 10
No 9AM Mass (Please note change for this week)
Saturday, November 11
3:45 PM Confessions
4:30 PM Mass Lucille Emmer s†
Sunday, November 12
7:30 AM Confessions (St. Henry)
8:00 AM Mass (St. Henry) Milo Vavra†
10:00 AM Mass Gene Claffey†
12:00 PM Mass (in Spanish) For the Parish

This Week in the Parish
Monday, November 6
PM Kitchen in use
6:30-7:45 PM Choir Practice (in the choir loft)
Tuesday, November 7
Communion Calls - Darcy
1:00 PM Mission Sewing
PM Kitchen is use
Wednesday, November 8
5:30-6:30 PM Faith Formation Kindergarten
5:30-6:30 PM Faith Formation Classes
6:45-8:00 PM Faith Formation Classes
7:15-8:30 PM Youth Group
KC Posters go home
Thursday, November 9
7:00 PM Hispanic Bible Study
Friday, November 10
Saturday, November 11
4:30 PM Mass & KC Memorial
Sunday, November 12
10:00 AM Mass - Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Baptisms after all Masses
6:00-9:00 PM Dead Theologians Society (Le Center)
Readings for next Sunday, November 12, 2017
Wisdom 6:12-16
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Christmas Fair 2017

From the Pastor’s Desk
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

St Mary’s Christmas Fair will be held Sunday, December 3 from 8:30 a.m. to Noon. An organizational meeting will be
Monday, November 13 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Conference room.

As I mentioned in recent announcements, both this weekend and next
weekend I invite you to participate in our parishioner input weekend.
Let me know your thoughts on what direction you see our parish taking
in the next few years. I have worked with parish leadership to develop
two simple questions for you to answer:

We are looking for volunteers to help in the Cookie Patch, Raffle Area and/or Bake Shoppe.
Consider helping one to two hours on Saturday for set up or Sunday for cleanup. We
welcome new ideas and suggestions.

1) Wouldn’t it be great if…?
This open-ended question is your chance to dream about what our parish
could be. Anything is fair game, from spiritual life, outreach, formation,
grounds or facilities, etc. What projects or initiatives would you like to
see us undertake as a community?

Also, please consider baking for the Cookie Patch and the Bake Shoppe
Please email Doreen Hogan at hoganmd@frontiernet.net or call at 357-6443 to volunteer, share ideas, or ask questions.

2) What, in your opinion, are the 3 most important things our parish
should focus on in the next several years?
This is an opportunity to describe what areas of our parish you’re most
passionate about seeing going to the next level. What areas are we
lagging behind in? What areas do we need to focus on because we have
built up momentum over time?
No aspect of our parish is too small not to be mentioned. You may
notice something about our parish that others do not. Please feel free to
describe that. But I encourage you to remain positive in your responses.
It’s much more helpful to hear ideas for moving us forward than it is to
simply hear of the things that hold us back. All responses and ideas will
be reviewed and considered by me and our Pastoral Council, and some
ideas may be able to be implemented immediately. On the other hand,
not every idea can realistically be implemented, for a variety of reasons,
whether it’s because of finances, practical reasons, or it simply doesn’t
fit within a larger, more cohesive vision of the parish.
My hope is that a clear direction for our parish will become evident from
the summary of responses we receive. Working with our Pastoral
Councils, we will summarize the results and present them to our various
parish committee that can then make recommendations for the best way
to implement the ideas. I will use their recommendations to discern what
actions to take in moving forward on any of the ideas presented.
To participate in this survey, please take home one of the slips found in
the pews today. Bring it back next week or drop it off at the parish office
in the next couple of weeks. If you are reading this at home and were
unable to pick up a slip, please feel free to write your thoughts on a sheet
of paper, indicating what parish you belong to, and bring it back to the
church. You can submit electronic responses by visiting our website
www.stmarysthenry.org or https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5K58RRD

Keep your eyes open for special items to assemble a Raffle Basket or prizes for the Kid's Games.

What is the Dead Theologians Society (DTS)? A Catholic apostolate for 8th grade

through high school age teens. Through the Saints of yesterday, the Dead Theologians
Society inspires the youth of today to become the saints of tomorrow. Its motto is, “Dead to
the World, alive in Christ!” This is inspired by Romans 6:11 where St. Paul tells us to be
dead to sin but alive in Christ Jesus. Come and have fun, learn about a rock star in the faith,
eat well and spend time with Jesus.
Mark your calendars and plan to join us the second Sunday of each month from 6-9PM. We will be alternating the location
between the Church of St. Mary, Le Center and the Church of the Nativity, Cleveland: November 12 (Le Center), December 10
(Cleveland), January 14 (Le Center), February 11 (Cleveland), March 11 (Le Center), April 8 (Cleveland), May 13 (Le Center), June
10 (Cleveland).
Become an official member by attending 3 times in a row or 5 times total! As
a member you receive an official sweatshirt, rosary, and scapular! (All
pictured here). But even better, by being a member you will experience your
love for God grow by leaps and bounds and form a foundation that will
enable you to go out into the world knowing that God and the friendships
you made in DTS will carry you through. Please contact Fr. Adams if you
would like to attend or have questions.
All parishioners of all ages, come to adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during the DTS gatherings. We
especially need adorers to commit to be before our Lord for an hour during the 6-9PM gathering time. Also, we
need cooks willing to help make and serve a meal to the kids. If you are able to help in either capacity, contact
Fr. Adams or the parish office and let us know.

Mass Counts for October
For 4 weeks in October, the Archdiocese asks that all
parishes count attendance at each Mass and submit that
information to the chancery. We have wonderful
volunteers who count at each Mass and report it to the
Parish Office. Here are the results:

4:30PM

8:00AM

10:00AM

12:00PM

October 8

133

119

168

146

October 15

127

94

163

140

October 22

129

97

141

144

October 29

163

132

122

114

St. Henry News

Thank you for participating in this very exciting and important aspect of
parish planning!

Church Cleaning - Joan Traxler & Katie Holicky are scheduled to clean the church by November 12, 2017.

Please note that I will be out of the office November 6-17 on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land with members of our community and those of St.
Nicholas parish in Elko New Market. Please pray for me and for all the
pilgrims that this will be a prayerful and fruitful time to increase in faith
as we walk the land where Jesus and the earliest Christians walked. For
all urgent matters during my absence, please contact Fr. Adams.

Annual St. Henry Church Country Fair - A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who attended or supported our Country Fair on
Sunday, October 29th. We appreciate the wide variety of baked goods, garden vegetables, plants, and canned items
donated for the event. Most of all, your fellowship and generosity was appreciated.
Congratulations to the winners of the raffle drawings:
Josh Selly - $50 BP O’Keefe Meats Terry Blaschko - $50 Hardware Hank
Barb Weinandt - $50 Radermachers Theresa Widmer - $50 Cash

God bless,
Fr. Chris Shofner
Fr.Chris@hotmail.com

There will be an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday, November 22 at 7PM at St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Le Center. All are invited to attend. Refreshments will be served
following the service - stop in and enjoy fellowship and treats!

Knights of Columbus events
The KC Memorial Program and meal
will be after the Saturday, November
11, 4:30PM Mass. We invite all family
members of our deceased KC
members. There is not a charge for
the meal.

St. Mary’s CCW Events
CCW Upcoming Events:
Tuesday, November 28 - 5:45 PM CCW Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 5 - 5:00 PM December General Meeting
Mass, potluck, winetasting, silent auction, meeting and
entertainment

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team

Sacramental Life

Faith Formation

The St Mary/St Henry Pro Life Team would like to thank all who
contributed to the diaper drive held during October, Respect Life
Month. We had a wonderful turnout! All donations will be given to
Options for Women in Mankato. Options for Women supports women
who are facing an unexpected or difficult pregnancy. As part of their
education program, “Earn While You Learn”, Options gives mothers an
opportunity to earn credits that they can use to “purchase” materials like
baby clothes, blankets, diapers, etc.

Marriage Banns
Linsey Jo Blaschko & Jonathan Patrick Harkins

Wednesday, November 8 – Faith Formation Classes, Kindergarten Faith
Formation, Youth Group

Your generous contributions included 34 boxes/packages of diapers, 25
blankets, 18 containers of baby wipes, 12 outfits, 24 newborn caps, a
walker, assorted bibs, booties, socks, onesies, bathsets, sleepsacks,
pacifiers, pajamas, a bathing suit, plus books and toys.
Thank you again and may God richly bless you.

Community and Social Events

We welcome the newest members of
the Church through the
waters of Baptism:
Selene Montes de Oca

Baptism Classes
If you are interested in having your child baptized,
please contact Father Chris at the Parish Office to
reserve your spot and to schedule a Baptism class.
This 1 1/2 hour-long class is required for the parents
and godparents of the child to be baptized.
Please note the next scheduled date for baptism
will take place on November 12, 2017.
Please Note: A requirement for Baptism is a
copy of the child’s birth certificate.

Sunday, November 5, 2017 15th Annual Holiday Expo & Craft Show
- 9AM-2PM at TCU Le Center Campus, 150 W Tyrone St. Over 65
vendors!

Please Pray For
Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other. The
following have asked for your prayers:
Joe Connolly

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 Annual Election Night Church Supper St. Paul Lutheran Church, Le Center. Turkey & Ham with Trimmings and
Pie! Serving from 4-7:30PM. Take-outs and local deliveries until 6:30
PM—Call 357-2212. Prices: $12 adult, $5 Children ages 5-10 years,
Free in dining room only for children 4 years and younger.

All residents at Central Health Care, Mala Strana,
Benedictine, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,
Horizon Place, Beacon. Some people have requested to
not have their name included on this list. We respect their
wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.

Saturday, November 11 & Sunday, November 12, 2017 Holiday
Open House - St. Patrick Church, 7525 Dodd Road, Shieldsville, MN.
Saturday hours are 10AM-4PM, Sunday hours are 10:30AM-3:00PM.
Lots of local crafters! Door Prizes, Food, & Refreshments available.
Questions or Directions - Call 507-334-6002.
Thursday, November 16, Village 55 - will meet at 2PM at Horizon
Place, 510 Commerce Drive in Le Center. The Neverly Brothers will be
entertaining us with their fun musical arrangements. Treats and door
prizes are also on the agenda. Come join the fun.
Saturday, November 18, 2017 Holy Family CCW Annual Craft, Bake,
& Gently Used Toy Sale - 8AM-3:30PM at the Church of the Holy
Family, 700 Main Street West, Silver Lake, MN. Christmas Items,
Homemade Kolaches, Quilts of all sizes and much more.
Every Tuesday Night is Bingo Fun Night - October through April at
the KC Hall in New Prague. Two warm up games start at 7PM, 16
regular games, lunch and refreshments available. Smoke free
environment. Questions - please call 952-758-3578 or 952-758-3656.
Sponsored by KC New Prague Council #2023.

Our prayers and condolences to the family and friends of Marvin
Willette. Marv, 83, passed away on Monday, October 30, 2017
Dr. Arthur Turek, formerly of Le Center, passed away
on October 25 in Winter Haven, Florida. Condolences
can to sent to:
Ruth Turek
2319 Salzburg Loop
Winter Haven, Florida 33881

St Mary’s Choir invites anyone interested in
singing in the choir to join us any Sunday at

9:30am. Families are welcome! This is a great way
families can enjoy something together and it teaches
your child about volunteering, and giving back to the
Church. Students in grades 7-College are also invited to
sing with this choir.
Advent practices will be held on:
Monday, November 6: 6:30-7:45 pm
Tuesday, November 14: 6:30-8:00 pm
Monday, November 20: 6:30-7:45 pm
Tuesday, November 28: 6:30-8:00 pm

Youth Choir will be starting practices for the

4pm Christmas Eve Mass soon. Students in grades 2-8
are invited to sing with this group. There will be about 4
practices – there is plenty of room in the choir loft for
families to sit so you are still attending Christmas Eve
Mass together. Encourage your student to try this choir
out, we have a lot of fun learning treasured Christmas
Carols as well as contemporary Christmas songs. Can
your child sing Silent Night, Away in a Manger? If your
student is interested in trying out this choir, please
email: mcmillen752@gmail.com or text 507-420-5877
so we can keep you up to date on practices.
Jess Shouler and Amanda Whiteis assist with this group.

In Celebration of the 60th Wedding Anniversary of
Rose & Francis Meyer cards can be sent by November
22nd to: c/o Lynette Meyer
24521 440th St.
Le Center, MN 56057

This week in Faith Formation classes, poster board and instructions will
go home for the KC Annual Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. All
students in grades 1-6 are invited to participate in expressing what Jesus’
birth means to them through art. Posters will be due on or before
Wednesday, November 29. Posters will be on display in the Social Hall
through the Christmas Fair and the Christmas Season.
On Thursday, November 16 , from 6:00 – 7:30pm, we will offer an Art
Open House in the Social Hall for parents and students who would
like to get together to work on their posters. We will have a variety of art
supplies, treats, and Christmas inspiration available.

Saturday, November 11, 4:30 PM
Altar Server
Carter Sladek
Eucharistic Minister

Darcy Schloesser
Kathy Schloesser

Lector

Gene Holicky

Usher

Austin Gibeau
Ethan Gibeau
Jeremy Gindt
Jim O’Connell

Sunday, November 12, 8:00 AM
Altar Server
Brendan Germscheid

Wednesday, November 15 & 29, grades 2-9 will be preparing for the
Christmas Fair during classes. 1st Grade will be practicing for the Nativity
Play to be performed after the 10am Mass on December 3. If you are
available either night to assist with costumes, arts & crafts, or baking,
please let Jean know!

Eucharistic Minister

Mike Boettcher

Lector

Jim Selly

Thank you to all the parents and students of our Confirmation
classes who attended and helped out with the NET Retreat this past
Thursday. What a special time for our teens to come together and share
their faith with the guidance and instruction of young adults who have
made God a priority in their lives. Thanks to the NET team for leading us
in such a beautiful evening!

Eucharistic Minister

Peggy Cooney
Patti Gruetzmacher
Dan Meyer
Sharon Miller

Lector

Connie Meyer

Usher

Aaron Blaschko
Scott Blaschko
Robert Goettl
Mike Grof

Parents:
Please download the Remind App for quick and easy Faith Formation
updates and information. Our class code is @7g962b
Volunteers:
To receive the Volunteer announcements on the Remind App, please find
the class code @khk39fk
“I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with
thanksgiving.” Psalm 69:30
Jean R. Boothby
Faith Formation Coordinator
jeanrb@frontier.com
941-962-5168

Food Shelf Needs Your Help
Because of your generous donations, last year we were able to provide
65 families with a 10-12 pound turkey or ham for Christmas. The food
shelf’s goal this year is to help 75 families.
We can accomplish our goal with your help! Please find in this weekend’s
bulletin an envelope you can use for your Food Shelf donation. Put your
tax deductible donation in the envelope and mail it back to the food shelf
or drop it off at one of the Le Center banks.
Thank you for helping the Le Center Food Shelf
reach their goal to provide 75 families with a turkey
or ham for the holidays.

Parish Stewardship
Oct 28-29, 2017

St. Mary

St. Henry

Weekly Budget

$ 3950.00

$ 825.00

Weekly Offering
Plate
TOTAL

$ 2841.00
$ 226.75
$ 3067.75

$ 745.00
$ 135.00
$ 880.00

Diff. from budget

-$

882.25

+$

55.00

Sunday, November 12, 10:00 AM
Altar Server
Dawson Gindt

The January–April Altar Ministry Schedule

will be put together soon. Please submit dates that you
are unavailable to serve to the parish office or email
gloriagw@frontier.com by Monday, November 27.
Please remember Masses on the following days when you
are looking at your calendar:
Ash Wednesday - February 14, 9AM, 5:30PM & 7PM
Holy Thursday - March 29, 7PM
Good Friday - March 30, 3PM
Easter Vigil - March 31, 8PM
Easter Sunday - April 1, 8AM (StH), 10AM (StM)
It’s also very helpful to know if you are able and willing to
serve one of the above Masses. Thank you!

Note to Lectors:
The New Lector Workbook has arrived!
Please take yours today and use it in
preparation for your scheduled Sundays.
This is for Year B and covers the
liturgical year, from the First Sunday of
Advent, December 3, 2017 to the Solemnity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, November
25, 2018. There is one book for each household.

Building Maintenance and Improvement
Goal to replace roofs and air conditioning
units: $180,000
Raised to Date: $ 48,944.57

