Because Christmas falls on a Monday this year, there is a unique chal-
lenge to scheduling Christmas Masses. There is still the obligation to
observe our Sunday obligation on either Saturday evening, December
23 or Sunday morning, December 24.

1.

Schedule of

Christmas
Masses

In addition, there is the obligation to attend Mass for one of the Christ-

mas Masses on either Sunday evening, December 24 or Monday morn-
ing, December 25.

o Please see below for a breakdown of all Masses on the weekend of De-

cember 23-24, as well as Christmas Masses. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the parish office.

SUNDAY OBLIGATION

Saturday, December 23 4:30 pm (St. Mary)

Sunday, December 24 8:00 am (St. Henry)
10:00 am (St. Mary)
* No 12:00 pm Mass in Spanish (please attend one of the

other Masses above for your Sunday obligation)

CHRISTMAS OBLIGATION

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 4:00 pm (St. Mary)
7:00 pm (Spanish)
10:00 pm (St. Mary)
Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 8:00 am (St. Henry)

10:00 am (St. Mary)

"éFeast of Our Lad@DAY, GBaddaypeDecember
. (Al | are invited to celebrate the Feast of
1Y today, Sunday, December 10, beginning wit
musi c and dandsi nSgpociimlStHalMar y

The actual feast day for Our Lady of Guadalupe is December 12, but we commemorate it as a
community today. For almost 500 years, the joy of knowing Jesus Christ through Mary has
sustained the Mexican people. It is this same joy to which we are called as a people of faith.
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% Over the course of three days in 1531, Our Lady appeared to the peasant Juan Diego on a
P8 hilltop of Tepeyac, in current-day Mexico City. Before this time, the religion of the Aztec

people promoted ritualistic cannibalism and human sacrifice. When she appeared, the Virgin
Mary encouraged the people to abandon these practices and embrace faith in her son Jesus Christ. During her first
appearance on December 9, 1531, she asked that a church be built there in her honor. The Spanish Archbishop,
however, was skeptical and asked for a sign to prove the validity of the apparition. The Virgin told Juan Diego to
gather roses from the hilltop, which was miraculous because it was winter and nothing grew there at that time.
When Juan Diego returned and opened his cloak to let the roses fall to the ground, the Archbishop was amazed.
Not just that there were fresh roses, but that an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe had miraculously appeared on his
cloak. The image we have of Guadalupe today is an exact replica of that image from 500 years ago. As a result of
Our Lady® appearance, her message, and the miracles that took place in those days, the native people of Mexico
were converted in great numbers — in the next ten years, almost 10 million natives were baptized.

In 1999 Pope Saint John Paul II gave Our Lady of Guadalupe the dual title of fiPatroness of the Americas0 and
fiProtectress of Unborn Children0 .Still today, almost 500 years later, the Virgin Mary continues to inspire faith in
her son Jesus. She continues to intercede on our behalf and asks her Son to instill in our hearts a greater and more
fervent respect for the dignity of every life, born and unborn.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF

Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:30 PM (St. Mary)
Sunday

8:00 AM (St. Henry)

10:00 AM (St. Mary)

12:00 PM (St. Mary, in Spanish)
No Mass

5:00 PM

9:00 AM

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday to Friday

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 3:154:20 PM (St. Mary)
Sunday 7:157:50 AM (St. Henry)
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Shofner)

Our Eucharistic Adoration chapel is open for individuals to comg
for 5 minutes or an hour and be with Our Lord in the Blessef
Sacrament. Our chapel hours are: Tuesday 9:00 AM to Thursd '
9:00 AM (closes during daily Mass and Funeral Masses).

Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr. Christopher Shofner fr.chris@hotmail.com
After Hours Emergencies-B227985

Associate Pastor: Fr. James Adams padrejfa@frontier.com
Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 3574338 Pete Plut 35%6222
Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 3574923 Jim Selly 3574898

Coordinator of Faith Formation : Jean Boothby

jeanr ront
Secr /Re ioni Ion@)lf I I l
glorl @frontier.com

Accounting/Bookkeeping : Tara Robinson
tarar@frontier.com

Maintenance: Joe Holicky
Iakylrronner com

V\ac Mi rri McMillen
mcmillen752@gmail.com

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon
on Wednesday.

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall- contact Gloria
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Mass Schedule & |

Monday, December 11

Tuesday, December

9:00 AM Opening of Adoration

5:00 PM Mass Living and Deceased of Muggli and
Wamemunde families

Wednesday, December

9:00 AM Mass Grant AndersonA

Thursday, December 14

8:55 AM Closing of Adoration o

9:00 AM Mass Joe and Edith TamborninoA A

Friday, December 15

9:00 AM Mass Pat BlaschkoA

11:00 AM Mass at CHC Rev. John Timothy PowerA

Saturday, December 16

9:00 AM Mass Tom MatejcekA

3:15 PM Confessions .
: 3 0 M&Bs\Wargaret & Roger Vollmer AA

4
Sunday, DeTcheinthde rSuln7d ay
7:15 AM Confessions (St. Henry) .

8 . 0 0 MaAsk#t. Henry) Don DohenyA

1 0: 0 MasAARdy RichterA

1 2 : 0 OMMasH(iMSpanish) For the Parish
6:00-7:30 PM Confessions at St. Mary

This Week i n the

Monday, December 11
AM-PM Social Hall in use - Santa Anonymous
10:00 PM Mananitas - in church

Tuesday, December
Communion Calls - Sue

1:00 PM Mission Sewing

PM - Social Hall in use

6:30-8:00 PM Choir Practice

Wednesday, December
5:30-6:30 PM Faith Formation Classes
6:45-8:00 PM Faith Formation Classes

12

Thursday, December 14
7:00 PM Hispanic Bible Study

Friday, December 15
Communion Calls - Horizon Place
Saturday, December 16§

Sunday, Delcheintbde rSuln7d ay
10:00 AM Mass - Children® Liturgy of the Word
11:15 AM - 12:00 PM Children& Choir Practice
Baptisms after all Masses

6:00-7:30 PM Confessions at St. Mary

Readings for next

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
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Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. While last
Sunday, our readings encouraged us to be prepared for the coming of
Jesus at the end of time, this weekend we hear of the announcement

3of JesusOcoming during His lifetime on earth. John the Baptist
announces the coming of Jesus in His public ministry. This was a
coming that was foretold by the prophet Isaiah over 700 years before
— there would come a Savior who is unlike any other man, one on
whom the Spirit of God would rest and who would fill the earth with
the peace, justice and mercy of God Himself. John the Baptist
recognizes that Jesus is this One promised to God& people, and his
goal is to prepare the people for His coming: fiPrepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his pathso (Matthew 3:3). He declares that Jesus
is greater than he, and that the people will see and understand His
power when He comes.

When I was in the Holy Land, one of the more powerful experiences
for me was the birthplace of John the Baptist in Ein Kerem, outside
of Jerusalem. I was struck as I remembered the power of John&
Quinbl 1hghels %o declare Jesus the Messiah, rather than take the
glory unto himself, even though people were questioning whether he
himself might be the Messiah. But John stayed true to his calling,
professing Jesus the one to whom all must look for true power and
peace in this life and for salvation in the next. He declared: fiHe must
increase; I must decrease0 (John 3:30).

Pv&: dholild$e Rilling to declare the same thing when we profess our
faith in Jesus. Perhaps we don@ do it in quite the same way as John
the Baptist did (we might not come onto the scene wearing camelG
hair and eating locusts, as John did!), but we do it in our own way,
through the example of our lives, so that others can see that our faith
in Jesus is a priority. What does that mean? It means we model the
faith through our Sunday worship at Mass, daily prayer, and the
sacramental life. These become integral parts of our life. Too often
we make the excuse that fil can pray at home instead of going to
churcho or Al don& need to go to Confessiono or il just don& have
time to pray because life is so busy, but I think about God throughout

3the dayd .We need to up our game to show that God and His Son
Jesus are more than just a passing thought throughout the day or
simply an optional part of our day. We must strive to live according
to Christ® example and His commands, even when it may be hard or
inconvenient. We must not be afraid to speak the name of Jesus to
others. The witness of our lives to others is a powerful testament of
our faith in Jesus. And as we go deeper into this Advent Season,
preparing our hearts for the birth of Jesus, we are called not just to
foster the faith for ourselves, but for the sake of others. Let your life,
then, be the greatest witness to your faith in Jesus!
of Advent
God bless,

Fr. Chris Shofner
Fr.Chris@hotmail.com
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This summer we would like to take a group of youthtothe St e u b eNorth i YoutheConference in
Rochester J u |yl B1TBe theme for this year is REVEALED - We live in a world where voices are shouting
at us from all sides, trying to tell us who we are and who we aren&, who we should be and who we shouldn&
be. But amidst all the noise is our loving Father, who wants to make Himself known to us and speak truth
about who we are. God®& love is deeper and His plan for our lives is greater than anything the world has to of-

fer — will we allow Him to reveal it to us?

Join

us

Mus+Zanc+lnagug-tspi ri t ual
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Gr owt

Over 50,000 Catholic teens across North America will participate in 25 Steubenville Youth Confer-
ences, and we want you to be one of them! Come experience the love of God in a new and more profound

way. He has so much in store for you.

Registration forms and $50 non-refundable deposit will be due to the church office by December 20, 2017 to reserve a spot for
your youth. Registration forms and information packets may be found at the church office or at our parish website.

For more information please contact Jean or Fr. Chris at the church office or visit the website below!
http://www.partnershipforyouth.org/steubenville-rochester/

Village 55 will be held on Thursday, December 21 at 2:00 pm at
Horizon Place, 510 Commerce Drive in LeCenter. The Hilltop on
the Road Holiday Show will be performing your favorite Christ-
mas songs along with seasonal costumes. Santa will also make an
appearance with a bag full of goodies for all you good senior citi-
zens.

Thank You

Merry Christmas! Our Christmas Fair was a wonderful success! Our
goal each year is to encourage Christmas fellowship among parishioners.
The Nativity Play, which commemorates the birth of Jesus, reminds us
of the reason we are celebrating.

Thank you to the Faith Formation students for their participation and
hard work creating homemade treasures and making delicious goodies.
The students did a wonderful job planning and organizing the Kids
Games. The morning wouldn@ be complete without the Knights of Co-
lumbus serving their famous French Toast Breakfast. A HUGE THANK
YOU to everyone for their generous donations for the Raffle, Bake
Shoppe, Cookie Patch, and Kids Games. A special Thank You to the
wonderful and talented volunteers who help makes this event so special.
Thank you for your continued support. All of our proceeds go towards
Faith Formation Classes.

~ Christmas Fair Planning committee

fiWhen you look at the crucifix, you under-
stand how much Jesus loved you then. When
you look at the Sa-
cred Host, you under-
stand how much Je-
sus loves you now.0

~ St. Teresa of Calcutta

Help a |l ocal family in
Our parish recently received a request from a friend
of a family in our parish unable to provide for
Christmas presents, food, utilities, and rent this holi-
day season due to disability and other difficult cir-
cumstances. This family of three generations and
nine individuals ranges in age from 11 months to 43
years old. If you would like to assist this family
with a financial gift, please place it in the collection
basket or bring it to the parish office before
Wednesday, December 20. Checks can be made out
to the parish — please indicate in the memo line that
this is to support this family in need. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Fr.
Shofner.


http://www.stmarysthenry.org
http://www.partnershipforyouth.org/steubenville-rochester/
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Vocations Holy Hour+ During ACdnfessiont :will be

Join us at 7:00 pm on the second Tuesday of each month to
pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious

life. The schedule for 2018 follows. For more details, visit

www.10000vocations.org

January 9, 2018 é . Epiphany, Coon Rapids
February 13,2 0 1 8Seé Elizabeth Ann Seton, Hastings
March 13,2 0 1 8Sé Charles Borromeo, St. Anthony
April 10,2 0 1 8Sé Michael, St. Michael
May 8,2 0 1 8Sé Michael, Stillwater
June 12,2 0 1 8Sé Peter, Forest Lake
July 10,2 0 1 8Dévine Mercy, Faribault
August 14,2 0 1 8Hbly Spirit, St. Paul
September 11,2 0 1 8 $&. Therese, Deephaven
October 9, 2 0 1 8Adl Saints, Lakeville
November 13,2 0 1 8Céathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul

§)) heard Saturdays 3:15-4:20 PM, prior to the
4:30 PM Mass and Sundays 7:15-7:50 AM
prior to the 8:00 AM Mass (St. Henry).

Additional Cosfiemdasy,o
Remeitat. De cember 1-7: 30t HMM.0O0
Adams and Fr. Shofner will be available.
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The Energy Assistance Program Vo L U /V TEE,QS 2018 volunteer schedule. If you are
Vallrlmgﬁ:):a (EAP) helps low income households N J interested in learning more about this
yC Je] pay a portion of their heating and .t' ,. Y volunteer opportunity, give Terri a call at
electric bills. The program is - | 507-420-5877 or leave a message at 507-
“Por people it available to both individuals and 357-4076 andab.oard member will get

' families who are income eligible. back to you. The Food Shelf will be open the First Monday of the month
Energy Assistance applications are available by phone from 1:00-3:00 pm and Every Wednesday 6:00-8:00 pm. As a Vol_unteer
at 507-345-6822 or toll-free at 1-800-767-7139 or by| you would be on the schedule 4 to 5 times a year. There is a Sub list as
visiting www.mnvac.org. More information can be well if the night you are scheduled for wouldn@ work for some reason.
found on the bulletin boards in the church entrances. The Le Center Food Shelf was established in 1985 starting out in the

basement of the St Mary& School. When St Mary®& built their new
. community center the Le Center Food Shelf needed to find a new home.
St ®laTyr f X o € ? 2 r In S(’) ‘V@fﬁe asc%u[%lq of short term moves, it has found a home in the building
Store HouylPkor Own&i F%)y e Center Eye Care, Dr Blake Dirks. The Food Shelf went
Tuesday, Wednesday, Stop in t Ofaogq erving 20 families a month to serving over 100 and has now
Thursday, & Friday check ol bal&q&:eld out to 65-75 families.
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM a YA v8ldnteer needs to be compassionate, sincere and thoughtful, realizing
Saturday { M@ 8ond know the circumstances of the person/family we are serving. A
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM Louhteer also needs to be able to keep information confidential. If you@d
. like to find out more about volunteering at the Le Center Food Shelf in
Thrift Store # the year 2018, give Sharon Traxler 612-839-0343 or Terri McMillen 507-
507-341-4236 420-5877 a call. Thank you for your consideration!
{gd | UAek buUI
Chur ch CNaeystudfand@arb Weinandt are scheduled to clean the church by December 17, 2017.
. 4 H ~ E
{gd @AELKk?2 !‘ood Shelf Needs Your Helop
X Because of your generous donations, |
CCW Upcoming Event s: 65 familie$2 wpobnd tl®Orkey or ham for
shé&l fgoal this year is to help 75 f ami
CCW Dues {201&04dre $10. ! Wé(ogaﬁ'a\é%[engl%blish 0, U. goal with your
already done so, pl ease )Pbﬁe_par{dw he Ce%lvleqcotp'on can use fo
basket or drop off at the yaorur t tib
These dues help to cover ttiqnd %c
needs of (i Mary candl e s} h
Living Faith booklets, etc|])T.ha
She
wi t




